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     As a result of the overwhelming success of Bosco’s industry flagship mobile shelving installation in the Palaeontology Collection 
at the Australian Museum, Bosco Storage Solutions were again chosen as the preferred supplier for Entomology, Bird and Mammal 
Collections extension project at the Australian Museum. 

    Bosco Storage Solutions was chosen as 
the preferred supplier for the Entomology, 
Bird and Mammal Collections extension 
project at the Australian Museum in Sydney. 

    The Australian Museum Mammal 
collection contains specimens of more than 
170 different Australian taxa and there is 
a strong non-Australian representation as 
well. Similarly the Bird collection contains 
the vast majority of Australian species, plus 
over 2,500 species from outside of Australia. 
There are many rare specimens, including 
extinct species, and both collections hold 

type specimens which represent the original 
specimens used by scientists to describe 
new species.

    The entomology dry collection holds 
in the order of 1,400,000 specimens of 
beetles, flies, butterflies, moths and many 
other insects from Australia and parts of the 
Pacific region including Papua New Guinea, 
the Solomon Islands and Indonesia. 
This collection has many undescribed 
species, including species found in no other 
collections in the world, extinct species and 
numerous type specimens.

    The specialised Entomology cabinets 
Bosco supplied to house the Museum’s 
collection were designed in conjunction with 
the staff from the Australian Museum. 

    Bosco’s design team used advanced 3D 
modelling software to conceptualise and 
prototype the custom Entomology cabinets 
for approval by the Australian Museum. 
Standing 2.1 metres tall and 1.4 metres 
wide, each cabinet needed to hold over 60 
specimen drawers capable of sliding in and 
out of the cabinet. The removable doors 
were required to open to 180 degrees which 
allowed aisle ways to remain accessible.

BELOW
Custom 2100mm x 1330mm 
Entomology cabinets.
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    Chemicals once used to preserve the 
collection specimens are now classified as 
hazardous. Special non off gassing dust 
seals were required around each door, 
ensuring live insects and vermin can’t 
access stored specimens and that residual 
chemicals remain isolated from work areas. 

    Large stainless steel lockable 
compression latches were also fitted to each 
door completing the effectiveness of the 
dust seal and making for an attractive feature 
and ensuring security of specimens. 
Cabinets for bird and mammal storage also 
needed to cater for the volume of these 
larger specimens. 

    Bird and mammal specimens are stored 
on wide high density steel trays which 
were designed, manufactured and supplied 

to accommodate the growing collection 
and allow easy access to everything from 
platypuses to exotic bats and armadillos. 

    Bosco’s installation team completed the 
fitout under the guidance of staff from the 
Australian Museum. Navigating tight spaces, 
winding corridors and air lock doors, the 
expert installation team completed the 
project on time and to specification. 

    The Australian Museum is extremely 
satisfied with the performance and service 
of Bosco Storage Solutions and our range of 
quality Museum storage products. 

    Contact Bosco Storage Solutions for your 
next cabinet or Museum storage installation 
or upgrade.
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BELOW
A rare collection of butterflies is 
stored under controlled conditions.

BELOW
Various height items like these native 
mammals are easily stored.

ABOVE
Mammal collection using
high density trays.


